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The charter of the University of Dallas dates from 1910, 
when the Vincentian fathers took that name for the Holy 
Trinity College they had founded five years earlier. This 
charter became dormant in 1929 and was placed in the 
chancery office of the Catholic Diocese of Dallas. In 1954, 
the Sisters of St. Mary of Namur obtained the charter for 
the purpose of operating a new institution in Dallas, which 
would absorb their junior college, Our Lady of Victory, 
in Fort Worth. The sisters, together with laymen Eugene 
Constantin Jr. and Edward R. Maher Sr., who directed the 
drive for funds, induced Bishop Thomas K. Gorman to have 
the diocese assume sponsorship of the new institution with 
ownership by its board of trustees.
Gorman announced that the University of Dallas would be 
a four-year coeducational institution welcoming students 
of all faiths and races, with a graduate school to be added as 
soon as practicable.
The new University of Dallas opened its doors to 96 students 
in September 1956, on a 1,000-acre tract of rolling hills 
located northwest of the city of Dallas.
The first president, F. Kenneth Brasted, served until 1959; 
the second, Robert Morris, from 1960 to 1962; and the third, 
Donald A. Cowan, from 1962-1977. In 1976, Bryan F. Smith 
was appointed chancellor to assist Cowan and to oversee 
the university until the next president, John R. Sommerfeldt, 
was appointed in 1978. Sommerfeldt returned to full-time 
teaching and research in 1980. During the search for his 
successor, Svetozar Pejovich served as acting president. In 
July 1981, Robert F. Sasseen became the fifth president of the 
university. In December 1995, Sasseen returned to teaching. 
Monsignor Milam J. Joseph was named the sixth president 
of the university in October 1996 and served until December 
2003. Robert Galecke served as interim president until 
July 2004, when Francis Lazarus took office as the seventh 
president of the university. On March 1, 2010, Thomas W. 
Keefe became the eighth president of the university, and 
served until May 2018. John G. Plotts served as interim 
president through June 2019. Thomas S. Hibbs assumed the 
role of ninth (and first alumnus) president on July 1, 2019.
Members of the Order of Cistercians and the Sisters of St. 
Mary of Namur, together with three Franciscan fathers and 
a number of laymen, composed the original faculty of the 
university. The Franciscan fathers departed after three years. 
Dominican priests joined the faculty in 1958 and established 
the St. Albert the Great Priory. The School Sisters of Notre 
Dame came in 1962. The Cistercians now have a permanent 
abbey church and college preparatory school for boys 
adjacent to the main campus. 
In time, the faculty has become largely lay people of many 
faiths, and it counts distinguished scholars among its 
members. Accreditation by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools came in 1963 and was reaffirmed in 
1973, 1984, 1994, 2004 and 2014. Significant honors have 
been won by university graduates since the first class in 1960, 
which earned the university’s first Fulbright and Woodrow 
Wilson awards for graduate studies.
Bishop Thomas Tschoepe succeeded Bishop Gorman 
and served as grand chancellor of the university until 
his retirement as bishop in 1990, when Bishop Charles 
Grahmann, Tschoepe’s successor, assumed this position.  
The seventh bishop of Dallas, Bishop Kevin J. Farrell, 
succeeded Grahmann upon Grahmann’s retirement in  
2007 and served as chancellor of the university until 2016. 
Bishop Edward J. Burns succeeded Farrell as bishop of 
Dallas and currently serves as chancellor of the university.
A gift of $7.5 million from the Blakley-Braniff Foundation 
established the Braniff Graduate School of Liberal Arts 
in 1966 and allowed the construction of the Braniff 
Graduate Building, Braniff Memorial Tower and the 
Mall. The Constantin Foundation similarly endowed the 
undergraduate college with gifts in 1967 and 1969. In 1970, 
the board of trustees named the undergraduate college the 
Constantin College of Liberal Arts.
Gorman Lecture Center and the Maher Athletic Center 
were completed in 1965. A legacy from the estate of Mrs. 
John B. O’Hara established the Summer Science Institute 
in 1973. Holy Trinity Seminary was founded in 1965 and 
occupied its present facilities adjacent to the main campus 
by 1967. The Graduate School of Management (GSM) began 
in 1966, offering what was at the time the largest MBA 
program in the Southwest. Influential graduate programs 
in art and English also began in 1966. In 1973, the Institute 
of Philosophic Studies, the doctoral program of the Braniff 
Graduate School and an outgrowth of the Kendall Politics 
and Literature Program, was initiated. The Institute for 
Religious and Pastoral Studies (IRPS) began in 1987. In 
2007, the IRPS was renamed the School of Ministry and in 
2016 the Ann and Joe O. Neuhoff School of Ministry. The 
College of Business, incorporating GSM and undergraduate 
business, opened in 2003. In 2012, the College of Business 
earned accreditation from the highly selective Association 
to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB 
International). In 2013, the university honored alumni  
Satish and Yasmin Gupta for their gift of $12 million; the 
Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business now proudly 
bears their names.
Our History 
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In 1975, the university’s student center was doubled in size 
and named for J.M. Haggar Sr., and an addition was made 
to the Haggerty Art Center. The University Apartments, a 
facility for upperclassmen, opened in 1980. 1985 saw the 
completion of the Patrick E. Haggerty Science Center and 
the Chapel of the Incarnation. A chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, 
the prestigious honor society, was granted in 1988. In 1992, 
Anselm Hall, the first residence hall, was renovated, and the 
Father Thomas Cain Courtyard adjoining it was dedicated. 
On June 11, 1994, the university dedicated permanent 
facilities for its Rome Program, begun in 1970. The 14-acre 
Eugene Constantin Campus, affectionately known as Due 
Santi, near Albano, Italy, is 20 kilometers from the heart 
of Rome. Recent years have seen the Haggerty Art Village, 
the Dominican Priory and the women’s softball complex 
completed as well as other athletic facilities upgraded.  
A new student residence hall, West Hall, was dedicated on 
January 19, 2010, and renamed Clark Hall on May 14, 2016, 
in memory of deceased Class of 2016 member Zachary 
Clark. SB Hall was dedicated on Jan. 15, 2016, to house 
the Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business. Cardinal 
Farrell Hall, the new student services and administration 
building, opened in spring 2018. In 2019, thanks to generous 
donors, the Rome campus expanded its mensa, extended the 
residence hall, and bought land to allow a safe pathway for 
students to the Via Appia.  
Today the university enrolls over 2,400 students from all 
over the United States and the world, divided roughly 
into 1,400 full-time undergraduates; 700 largely part-time 
graduate Gupta College of Business students; and over 300 
students in the Braniff Graduate School of Liberal Arts and 
Neuhoff School of Ministry programs.
The seal of the University of Dallas is emblematic of the 
ideals to which the university is dedicated. It is likewise 
reminiscent of the deposit of faith of the Roman Catholic 
Church and of the traditions of two teaching communities 
within the church.
The decorative outer circle indicates the date the university 
was chartered and the motto, “Veritatem, Justitiam Diligite.” 
The quotation, taken from Zechariah VIII, 19, “Love Ye 
Truth and Justice,” emphasizes the university’s purpose of 
advancing the search for truth and encouraging the pursuit 
of the good.
Enclosed within the band that bears the motto, in an 
octagonal field of green, are several emblems associated 
with the traditions of the university. The central figure of the 
triquetra interwoven with the triangle is a double symbol of 
the Holy Trinity, to whom the university is dedicated. The 
circle is a symbol of eternity and of the unity of the Godhead.
The fleur-de-lis, at once an ancient symbol of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and of France, recalls the direct and indirect 
French origins of the two teaching orders that cooperated 
initially with the Roman Catholic Diocese of Dallas/Fort 
Worth in establishing the University of Dallas. The Order 
of Cistercians originated in France in the 11th century; the 
Sisters of St. Mary of Namur were founded in Belgium in 
1819 by a Cistercian monk.
A crusader’s shield, emblematic of faith, stands within the 
green field on either side of the central device. The shield 
on the left contains a star, a traditional emblem of Mary, as 
well as the chosen emblem of Texas, the Lone Star State. The 
shield on the right presents the torch of liberty and learning. 
The branches of the live oak and olive trees, taken from the 
Seal of Texas, make further reference to the state.
The University Seal 
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The Trinity River, on which the university is located, is 
represented by the heraldic device of the wavy lines centered 
beneath the emblem of the Blessed Trinity.
The undergraduate college bears the name of one of its 
founders and principal benefactors, the late Eugene 
Constantin Jr. He was chairman of the first fund drive 
and served the university as a trustee from its beginning. 
Ruth and Eugene Constantin established a significant 
undergraduate endowment in memory of their son and took 
as their principal interest the welfare of the undergraduate 
college, an interest that is continued through the Constantin 
Foundation. Fittingly, in 1970 the board of trustees named 
the college in their honor.
The Constantin College of Liberal Arts seeks to educate 
students of seriousness, intelligence and spirit so they may 
develop the intellectual and moral virtues that will prepare 
them for life and work in a changing and problematic world; 
achieve a mature understanding of their faith; and become 
leaders who act responsibly for the good of their families, 
communities, countries and churches. Unabashedly, the 
curriculum is based on the supposition that truth and virtue 
exist and are the proper objects of search in an education.
The specific mission of Constantin College is to provide 
undergraduate education through baccalaureate degree 
programs that include a substantial and coherent Core 
Curriculum common to all undergraduates, as well as 
major studies in the humanities and sciences proper to 
liberal learning. The Core emphasizes the study of the great 
deeds and works of Western civilization, both ancient and 
modern. Majors invite students to disciplined inquiry into 
fundamental aspects of being and of our relation to God, 
to nature and to fellow human beings. The curriculum as a 
whole seeks to enable students to achieve the understanding 
of the human condition necessary for them to comprehend 
the fundamental character of the world in which they are 
called to live and work.
Since the university opened in 1956, offerings in business 
and economics have been an important component of 
the curriculum. When the Braniff Graduate School was 
established in 1966, undergraduate business courses were 
phased out and graduate offerings in business management 
instituted instead. The rapid growth of the Master of 
Business Administration led to the organization, in 1969, of 
the Graduate School of Management. Soon thereafter, a joint 
five-year bachelor’s and master’s program leading to the 
MBA was added. In 1988, an undergraduate concentration 
in business was developed to complement liberal arts and 
science majors. Further recognizing the important role of 
business education in society, the university established 
the College of Business in 2002, which incorporated both 
graduate and undergraduate business study. In fidelity 
to the liberal arts foundation of the university, the newly 
formed college elected to offer a Bachelor of Arts in 
business leadership, allowing the students to focus their 
major coursework on business studies while developing 
the leadership capabilities that distinguish University of 
Dallas alumni. The mission of the undergraduate business 
programs is to build a foundation for the students’ lifelong 
development of the intellectual, moral and professional 
capacity necessary to effectively lead for-profit and nonprofit 
organizations. Accordingly, the college’s programs foster an 
environment in which the students learn the fundamentals 
of business in the context of becoming ethical and effective 
decision-makers. Appropriate to a liberal education, the 
college’s programs strive to be innovative in their course 
and concentration offerings to provide opportunity for 
in-depth study. In 2013, it was renamed the Satish & 
Yasmin Gupta College of Business, and in 2014, a Doctor 
of Business Administration program was added. The 
college’s undergraduate programs stand united with the 
The Constantin College of Liberal Arts 
The Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business 
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The Ann & Joe O. Neuhoff School of Ministry
The Braniff Graduate School
Constantin undergraduate college in the shared mission to 
prepare students for a meaningful and fulfilling life’s work, 
whether through immediate career entry or through further 
education in graduate and professional schools.
The history of the University of Dallas is closely linked with 
the names of Braniff and Blakley. These are permanently 
enshrined in the Cowan-Blakley Memorial Library, the 
Braniff Graduate Building and Tower, and the Braniff Grad-
uate School. Senator William A. Blakley, lawyer, statesman 
and industrialist, was a member of the first advisory board 
of the university. Both Senator Blakley and Tom Braniff were 
vitally interested in private higher education. Before their 
deaths in 1954, Tom and Bess Braniff had known of plans for 
a proposed University of Dallas and had expressed hope that 
it would become a reality. Efforts to found the university also 
captured the interest and support of Senator Blakley.
The Blakley-Braniff Foundation was dissolved in 1964. 
Senator Blakley and the other directors of the foundation 
chose the University of Dallas for the site of the Braniff 
Graduate School as the highest and best tribute to the 
memory of Tom and Bess Braniff in perpetuity.
The graduate school offered its first courses in 1966. The 
Braniff Graduate Building was completed in 1968, along 
with the Mall and the Braniff Memorial Tower. The Braniff 
Graduate School supports master’s degrees in select liberal 
and fine arts disciplines, the doctoral program of the 
Institute of Philosophic Studies and the Master of Fine Arts.
Begun in 1986, the Neuhoff School of Ministry currently 
offers degree and certificate programs in theological studies, 
pastoral ministry, pastoral ministry with a youth ministry 
focus, and catechetical ministry. It provides a program of 
formation that prepares graduates to engage in the church’s 
life and mission in a manner that is full, conscious, active 
and effective. This formation is theological, pastoral and 
spiritual in its orientation. The Neuhoff School of Ministry 
sponsors a Catholic Biblical School, which teaches in 
parishes throughout the Dallas/Fort Worth area. The 
Neuhoff School of Ministry also teaches courses that fulfill 
the academic requirements of deacon formation. A Bachelor 
of Arts degree in pastoral ministry was added in 2013.
By the conclusion of their studies in the various programs 
of the Neuhoff School of Ministry, graduates have received 
the necessary education and formation that will specifically 
permit them to serve the church in a variety of capacities 
— as catechists, teachers, Catholic school administrators, 
pastoral leaders, lay ecclesial ministers and deacons.
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Joe O. Neuhoff was an early member of the board of trustees. 
In the years shortly after the founding of the university in 
1956, he and his wife, Ann, helped strengthen and sustain its 
Catholic mission. On May 14, 2016, the school was named 
in honor of Ann and Joe O. Neuhoff ’s legacy of faith and 
service to the University of Dallas.
The baccalaureate degree with distinction is awarded to 
students who have maintained a high degree of scholastic 
excellence. It is of three grades: cum laude, which requires 
a cumulative average of 3.40 on a 4.0 point scale; magna 
cum laude, an average of 3.70; and summa cum laude, an 
average of 3.90. To be eligible for honors at graduation, 
Undergraduate Honors & Awards
students must have earned 60 credits at the University of 
Dallas. The average, however, is computed on the basis of  
the four-year program including dual and transfer credits.
Faculty Medals, First Honors and Second Honors, are 
presented to the two graduating seniors who have earned 
the highest cumulative grade point averages in the class.
The Cardinal Spellman Award is named in honor of the late 
Cardinal Francis Spellman, who presided at the university’s 
first commencement in 1960. It recognizes a senior who is a 
model of the highest ideals of the university by awarding a 
stipend to assist the student in further studies.
The Helen Corbitt Awards for Excellence recognize a senior 
woman and man who have produced outstanding bodies of 
work during their time at the university. Students nominated 
demonstrate excellence in academic pursuits, in student 
activities and in service to the university. Helen Corbitt 
was a gifted chef and nutritionist, the recipient of national 
awards and the head of the Neiman-Marcus restaurants. 
Her commitment to excellence is continued through an 
endowment that supports these awards and also provides for 
special Rome Program activities.
The Ann Heller Maberry Award is presented annually to 
an outstanding senior woman. It is named in memory of the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Heller, longtime friends and 
patrons of the university.
Valedictory. The “farewell address” is given at Senior 
Convocation by a senior elected by his or her peers to speak 
for the class. Chosen from a list of candidates who have 
Senior Awards Given Out at Convocation
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AUGUST 2019 GRADUATES















Master of Theological Studies
Luz Maria Gutierrez-Olvera
Ellen Marks Kanatzar
Ann & Joe O. Neuhoff School of Ministry
Bachelor of Arts
Luiz Guilherme Alves Fernandes
Benjamin Joseph Blessard
Jose O. Cardona Molina
Anthony Gomez







Constantin College, the Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business and
the Ann & Joe O. Neuhoff School of Ministry Degree Candidates
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DECEMBER 2019 GRADUATES




A Tale of Two Tragedies: Catharsis 
of Hero and City in Milton’s ‘Samson 
Agonistes’ and Shakespeare’s ‘Coriolanus’
Doctor of Philosophy in Politics
Terrill Rose Legueri
Moderation Governs Men, Not Excess: 
Montesquieu’s Design in the Spirit of  
the Laws
Master of Arts in Art – Painting
Genevieve Ann Armstrong
Natalie Ann Lambert
Master of Arts in Art – Printmaking
Brian Paul Hensen
Master of Arts in Classics
Justin Robert Holland
John Ray Moss
Master of Arts in English
Andrew Lester Caudill
Darsey Alysse Ramirez Jackson
Master of Arts in Humanities
Thomas Lain Roe
Master of Arts in Philosophy
Chuang Liu
Matthew John Wilde













Master of Pastoral Ministry
Toni D’Maris Murillo


































Ana Beatriz Prezotto de Lima
Juliann Pham
Constantin College, the Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business
 and the Ann & Joe O. Neuhoff School of Ministry
* Note: Names of graduate students from the Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business whose degrees were conferred 
on August 31 and in early December were printed in the December 14, 2019, commencement ceremony program.
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MAY 2020 GRADUATES
Braniff Graduate School Degree Candidates
Master of Fine Arts in Art – Painting
Jamie Lynn Gardner
Answer : Me : This :
April Michelle Gonzales
The Space Between
Master of Fine Arts in Art – 
Printmaking
Ricardo Esteban Peña Jr.
Thoughts Between Spaces
Master of American Studies
Matthew Derringer Dick
Emily Lynn Judd
Master of Arts in English
Christopher Knox Bonner
James Clark Zeller




Master of Arts in Philosophy
Daniel Patrick Steele
Sharla Alysse Vitsentzos
Master of Arts in Politics
Samuel Sheridan Postell
Master of Arts in Teaching
Kasaundra J.C. Eason









































Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business Degree Candidates
Doctor of Business Administration
Catalin Gabriel Pavel
Earned Social Media (ESM): The Impact of
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
Russell L. Smith
Mothers’ Awareness of Their Breastfeeding Rights:
A Factor Influencing Breastfeeding Rates
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Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business Degree Candidates



















Alma Rosa Jimenez Serrato
Harry B. Johnson


























































































Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business Degree Candidates
Master of Science
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Ann & Joe O. Neuhoff School of Ministry Degree Candidates
Master of Pastoral Ministry
Bradford Keith Downs III
Debra E. Willcoxon Ricard









Constantin College, the Satish & Yasmin Gupta College of Business



















































Bryan Alexis De La Cruz
Alexandra Maria Diaz
Mary Magdalen Diaz





Lawrence John Dombrowski Jr.












































































Brian Huy Hoang Le
Mary Elizabeth Leaver





























































































Mary Kathleen Therese Tomassi
Bogar Thomas Trout III
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The Cardinal Spellman Award
Thomas Pecha
William Rackers
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2018 COMMENCEMENT    1 
Congratulations to the
CLASS OF 2020
